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3 NEHEMIAH XIII. 13, 14. | 
For they were counted Faithful, and their Office * 


* 


was to diſtribute unte their Brethren. 
Remember me, O my God, concerning tbis; and wipe 
rot out my good Deeds, that I have done for the 
Houſe of my God, and for the Offices thereof. 


N theſe Words, Nehemiah ſets forth his humble 
1 Confidence in the Divine Favour, which he ground- 
eth upon the Good Deeds he had done for the Ser- 
vice of Religion; for the Houſe of bi God, and for the Offices 
| thereof. Tperceiv'd, faith he, _ the Portions of the Le- 
vites had not been given them : then contended I with 
the Rulers, and ſaid, Why # the Houſe of God forſaken ? 
Then all Judah broaght the Tithes ole the Treaſury : — And 
J made Treaſurers, Shelemiah the Prieſt, and Zadoc rhe 
Scribe, —— For they were counted Faithful; and their Offfce 
Was to diſtribute unto their Bret hren : Remember me O my 
God, concerning ths. And fo may every one with an 
humble Affiance in the Divine. Providence, fay, every 
one, into whoſe Heart God hath put it, this Day, to 
do, what may in any degree, redound to the Honour 
of his Worſhip, or to the Good of thoſe, who bear any 
Relation to his Service; to the Houſe of God, or to the Of- 
fices thereof. 1 . 
For the pious Occaſion of this Venerable Aſſembly 
puts it in our Power to do that Good, which is here 
intimated to be of the moſt Excellent, and Acceptable 
kind, That, which in a peculiar manner, relates to 
the Offices of the Houſe of God: That, which you have 
long been happily practiſing at theſe pious Anniverſa- 
ry Meetings, and have found by the Bleſſing of God on 
many years experience, to have continually proſper'd 
in your Hands, . 
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It may be preſumed, that every One, who comes to 


* an Annual Solemnuity, inſtituted on purpoſe to pro- 

| mote the Offices of Ch 
that needs no Perſwaſion to do the utmoſt, that is in 

His Power. However, among thoſe, from whom 
we deſcend, Charity to all that wanted Relief, was, 
we know. a continual, a daily Practice: And it would 
be therefore almoſt unnatural in us, if this domeſtick 
Grace, of a Tender Heart, infuſed into us by early 
and long Example, ſhould not exert it (elf with greater 


ſhould not now enlarge our Hearts aud Hands towards 
thoſe, that are, as it were of our own Houſhold to- 
wards the indigent Members of this Houſhold of Faith, 

I crave your Permiſſion therefore, at this time, ra- 
ther to repreſent to your Thoughts, with what Ad- 
vantage J am able, the great Worthineſs and Excel- 
lepce of this your laudable Deſign ; that you may be 


poſed with your ſelves todo, by ſeeing that you do it 


ed that they give to Wiſe Purpoſes, as they give more 
freely; ſo it theds a ſilent, and a rational Joy upon 
their Minds, which ſurpaſſes even all the Comfort 
they afford to the Diſtreſo d. Indeed, thoſe that know the 


of God upon it, become moſt able to do great Charitys, 
cannot induce themſelves to give, but where they have 
an Aſſurance ' tis well 1:id our, and tends manifeſtly to 
| thoſe good ends they deſign it. The Charitys of this 
great and wealthy City, as to true and uſeful Charitys, are 
# judged to be equal to thoſe of the whole Nation beſides: 


neſs leads Men into the Knowledge, and into the proper 


tt with morc liberal Hearts, and open Hands, There 
| 8 are 


arity, comes with an Heart, 


Exuberance on Solemn Occaſions, and on Inſtances of 
a domeſtic kind: If we, that have been Educated un- 
der the conſtant Practice of Doing Good to all Men, 


the more encourag'd in doing, whatever you have pro- 


in the moſt proper way. For, when Men are ſatisfi- 


{ World, and are by that Knowledge, and by the Bleſſing 


And the Natural Reaſon of this ſeems ro be, that Buſi- 


ways of doing good; and thereby induceth them ro do | 


ed a oat. * — ld a. 


in Value and Quantity, We Had exceeded, what had 


the dixection and deſign of the many works of piety, and 


they farſurpaſs thoſe of the dark and ſuperſtitious Ages. 


- Monaſtic Foundations, is the principal Cauſe of all 


to ſupply. 


whole in truſt for the Benefit of others, and no part of 


are many Great and Precious Promiſes. made to thoſe, + | 
that endeavour to do good ; but unleſs the Good be | 
really done, the World loſes the Advantage, tho' they — |] 
themſeives ſhall not loſe the Reward. And therefore, 
ſince Charitys, by their very Nature and Deſign, are 
to be done purely for the uſe of others; they ought to 
be Conducted by ſuch a Knowledge of the World, as 
may reaily wo their Natural x ðͤ 
And it may be ſaid, to the Honour of the preicnt 
Age (how little ſoever deſerving on any other, Ac- 
count) that we truly ſurpaſs all former Times in Nu- 
merous Charitys of this Nature. „ 
When in an Evil day (which ſurely the Sons of Cler- 
gymen can never forget) Our Nation was reproach'd 
with a deficiency of Charitable donations, ever ſince we 
Reform'd from the: Church of Rome; it appear'd, that 


been given to ſuch Uſes, during any equal Period of 
time before it. But them as to the Quality and Conduct, 


Charity, now on foot among us, we may be bold to ſay, 


take leave to enlarge upon this Compariſon; be- 
cauſe that all of this Venerable Body, being properly 
deſcendants of the Reformation, We are particularly 
obliged to Vindicate it from ſounjuſt a Reproach : And. 
that the rather, becauſe the Loſs of impropriated Li- 
vings, granted away from the Parochial Clergy, to thoſe 


the Wants, which we meet this day in ſome meaſure 


We know the manner of diſpoſing our Charity in 
this Age, is chiefly by enabling Corporations of many 
well-diſpoſed and Wealchy Men, to be themſelves the 
directors of what they give; and altho they are em- 
power'd to receive verMcual Endowments, yet is the 


it to the Behoof of the Governours, or Membets 4 
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the Corporation: a Method in every part ditectly op- 
olite to that, which Univerſaliy obtain d among the 


oundations of the Monaſtic Orders. 


Nou, that we may do Juſtice to our Holy Religi- 


on, with regard to the boaſted Piety of former times; 


and withal, that I may the better excite in your Minds 


a due Zeal for thoſe excellent Methods of Charity, 
now practiſed among us; I ſhall endeavour to ſhew, 


. Firſt, The Uſefulneſs of thoſe Corporations in ge- 


neral, Fhich are every day Erected in this Kingdom, 
to the Glory of the preſent Age. 

Secondly, The particular Excellence of this Corpora- 
tion for Relieving the Poor Widows, and Sons of the 
FR: | I | 1 5 
Thoſe undoubtedly are the moſt proper Methods 


of doing Good, which are beſt Suited to the preſent 
State and Exigency of things; to the peculiar Genius, 


and Conſtitution of a People. 
Now, We are grown a very Flouriſhing and Weal- 
'thy Kingdom : The Riches are got into Numerons 


Hands; and they are diſtributed Equally almoſt thro' 
the whole Body of the Nation: Whereas in former 


times, the little Wealth we had among us; and con- 


ſequently, all the Power we had of doing Good by 
Charitable Endowments, lay in the Hands of a very 
few. The Bulk of the Nation were Vaſſals to theſe 


Great Men; and were either Tenants to their Lands; 
or ſupported by the Profuſe Hoſpitality of their Ta- 
bles, the Poor needed no other Proviſion; and were 
indeed fo Idle, or Ignorant, as not to deſire it. In 
General, Weneither ſought a Foreign Commerce, nor 


Thought of Improving our own Manufactures; but 


lived purely on the Produce of our Lands, and were 


ſatisfied with only Conquering abroad; Conquerin 
thoſe, whom we have freſh Reaſon to hope; we ſhal 


ever go on to Conquer, as it were by an Hereditary 


Title to Victory; but excepting this one Glorious Cir- 


cumſtance of our Arms, which is alſo raiſed beyond = 
: the 
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the great Atchievements 
reſpect, the People we were. And indeed by the ma- 


7 
af 


former Ages, We are in 


no 


ny Millions we have been able to cx it appears, 
4 


how much the Alteration 1s to our "= 
This great Effect has been viſibly produced by the 

diſtribution of our Wealth through the Body of the 
People; and that was brought about by the turning our 
Hands to Manufactures within our ſelves; and 


vantage. 


tending our Commerce into all parts ofthe World. 


But now, to have been able to bear ſuch a prodigi- 


by ex- 


ous Expenſe abroad, for the Liberties of Europe, is not 
more tothe Honour of the Enghſh Name, than ate the 
many excellent Donations to Charitable Uſes at Home, 


God 


»- N 


Which this Alteration in the State of our Wealth hath 
of late years produced. And as by the Providence of 
, the Hearts of all Men have taken this general 
Bent towards doing Good; fo the whole State of our 


Afairs, and all the Circumſtances of our preſent Con- 
dition ſeem to have pointed out to us the moſt uſeful 


Methods of doing it. 


| Monaſteries, conſider'd only as Charitable Founda- 
tions, without reference to the Superſtitious ends for 


which they were deſign'd, would be a very improper 
Charity in this Age. We may venture to affirm, that 
one of our modern Schools, for the Training up Youth 
to Induſtry and Buſineſs, is a Benefaction more uſeful 
to a Trading Nation, than all thoſe Famed Foundati- 
ons we had among us. A Country that depends upon 
Traffick and Manufactures, loſes by every hand, that 
1s unneceſſarily exempted trom the Public Service. In- 
deed the ſeveral Profeſſtons, which ſecure the Eſtates, 
or provide for the Health, or take Care of the Souls 


of Men, are abſolutely neceſſary to the very Being of 


any Kingdom : However, there is a Proportion even 


here, beyond which, if the Numbers eacreafe, the 


are but a Burthen to the Community, and an Hin- 
Mucli more would the Ere- 


drance to one another. 


Qing ſuch Foundations in this 


Age, and this Natio 
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as ſhould conſiſt of men properly of no Profeſſion at 
all, be a Robbery of the Public, a depriving it truely 
of fo many Hands, which might be ſer viceable to it in 
proper Employments. It is true, whilſt we were a 
Poor, Lazy, Untrafficking People, we were not ſo ſen- 
{tble of the miſchief we ſuffered from the want of their 
Service; as from the Zeal which they conſtantly ſhew- 
ed of betraying the Sovereignty and Wealth of the 
Kingdom to the U ſurpation of a deteſtable Foreign 
Power: But now, ſince by the Bleſſing of God, We 
have Aſſerted our Liberties, and are grown an Indu- 
ſtrious and Trading Nation; were ſuch Foundations as 
real Charities, as they were once blindly thought to be, 
they would be Charitics eyery way improper for the 
State and Condition of our People. But the Divine 
Providence ſeems Viſibly to have interpoſed in this Im- 
portant Affair; and by the Natural Courſe of Things, 
particularly by the diſtribution of our Wealth thro- 
the Body of the Nation, to have directed the Native 
Inclinations to Charity, which were ever ſtrong and 
powerful among us, into their right and proper Chan- 
nels; to have put it into the Thoughts of Wiſe and 
Knowing men, men that have been bred in Buſineſs, 
and versd in the methods of being truly ſerviceable to | 
_ * mankind, to ſet themſelves at the Head of thoſe Cha- 
ritable Corporations, which are now Erected almoſt || : 
in every Quarter of the Kingdom: Inſomuch, that up- | 
pon a ſurvey of the vaſt increaſe of theſe, and of ma-: 
+ ny other Works of Piety, ſince we Reform'd from | 
| monkiſn Superſtitions, and grew conſiderable in Wealth |} . 
( 


and Commerce, We may ſay, There never was in 
any Age, or in any Nation, ſuch a General Spirit to- 
| wards Uſeful Charities: ſuch a Combination to pro- 
| mote them in the moſt proper ways: Never were they 
| better directed, or more juſtly ſuited to the particular 
| Circamſtances, State and Condition of a People. But, 


in the 
Second 
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plaint; will, V 


Second place, as the Uſefulneſs of theſe Corporati- 


% 


ons in General conſiſts in their being ſo rightly ſuited - 


to the Particular Circumſtances, State and Condition, 
We now are in; ſo is there ſomething of that Kind 
more Peculiar to This Society, which was, ſome Years 
ſince, erected for Relieving the Poor Widows, and Sons 
of the Clergy. TG 
Indeed, no other Chriſtian Nation hath Occaſion 
for ſuch Relief; and therefore, as Our Caſe is Uncom- 
mon; ſo is this Proviſion againſt it much to the Ho- 
nour of Thoſe, who have Engaged in ſo Pious and ſo 
Neceſſary a Work. Hoſpitals for Sick, Maimd, and 


Lunatic; and Decent Places of Receſs for Men of better 
Fortunes fallen into decay, are daily Erected in other 


Countries; becauſe the Calamities, which require them, 


are Incident to Mankind in General ; but the Hoaſe of 


God and the Offices thereof are in no Other Nation liable 


to fo great Diſtreſs, as they are in This; and there- 


fore, as theſe Misfortunes, ſo alſo are the Charities, 
which Provide againſt them, Peculiarly our Own. 

It is by a moſt Unjuſtifiable Reſtraint, laid on the 
Popiſh Clergy, that They can leave none behind them 
to need a Relief of this Nature; and it is by a Decent 


Proviſion both for the Living Incumbents, and for their 


Families after them, that the Reformed Churches have 
avoided this Reproach. Among Us alone the Clergy 
have ſo Hard a Fate, as to be Fear'd for their Influence, 


and Envied for their Riches, and yet to have Leſss 


Power, and a Meaner Proviſion, than any Cletgy in 


Europe. The Returns, that at this juncture are made 

of ſo many Thonſand Livings under Half the Value 

(of fo many Hundreds under a Fifth, nay, even a. 

Tenth ) of what was judged a Competency in the Worſt _ 

of Times, WW ont the Seaſonableneſs of this Com- 
e Hope, in ſome Meaſure, open tha 


yes of Our Enemies, of Thoſe, that Pretend to be JO 
Apprehenſive of our Power; and Enlarge the Hearts 5 
of All Our Friends, of Thoſe, that proteis a Concern 


for 
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for the Houſe of Cod, and for the Officers thereof. 'Tis 
£ Vain to Diſſemble the crying Wants of Numerous 


Widows, and Orphans among Us. The Cauſe now 
appears ſo Viſible to the World, that we need not be 
alhamed to Own the Effet. The Mean Endowments 
of Parochiul Cures are Apparently the great Root of 
theſe Misfortunes, and ſurely the Bittereſt Enemies of 
Our Order never Imagined them, (and with all their 
Malice can never with them) to be Meaner, than they 
now appear upon Record to be. = . 

Tis True, the Clergy. have more Opportunities of 
providing for their Families, than any Other rank of 
Men, of no better Fortunes and Circumſtances in the 


* 


World: their more Extended e V2 A ground- 
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to the Nurſing Fathers to it, and Queens to be Nurſing Mo- 


- 


ed either on the Methods of their Education, or on the 
Exerciſe of their Function in different Countries, or 
on tbeir Good Deeds, and Charities to other Men, give 
them larger Opportunities of forming ſerviceabic 
Friendſhips for the ſupport of thoſe they leave behind 
them: but, notwithſtanding theſe Advantages, their 
Proviſion is Generally ſo mean; or they Uſually come 
ſo late into better Circumſtances, and therefore enjoy 
them ſo ſhort a Time, that, were it not for a ſpecial 
Bleſſing on their Poſterity, it could not, in the Na- 
tutal Courſe of Things, be, but they muſt be Expoſed 
to much Greater Neceſſities, than even they Already 


Axe. r 
But, Bleſſed be the Good Providence of God, that, 


under all the Depredations, which were made on the 
Parochial Clergy by the Monaſteries in Former Ages, 


and under all the Contumely, which in This, is ſo 


plentifully thrown upon the Prieſthood, the General 
ſtreams of Charity, ſo Abounding in this Age and Na- 
tion, have not been Diverted trom watering the Thirſty 
Corners of God's Inheritance. He hath raiſed up Kings 


thes : Within Our Memory this Corporation was E- 


rected by Royal Auchority, to provide ſome ſuitable 
| | Relief 


een, os 
Relief for thoſe Misfortunes, which no frugality under | 
ſo {lender a Proviſion. can poſſibly Preyent : bur God | 
hath put it into the Heart of our moſt Pious and Mer- 
ciful Sovereign to ſtrike at the Root of this Evil; to 


Prevent, as much as is poſſible, rhe very Occaſion of 
theſe Calamities, by AUGMENTING the MAIN- 


 TENANCE of ALL the POORER CLERGY. 


This Dew of ROYAL BOUNTY , like the Pre- 


cious Ointment, hath not reſted on the Head of Aaron, 


but ran down to his Beard, and went down to the Skirts 6 

bu Cloathings ,, hath Extended it ſelf to All the Offices of 
the Houſe of God, to All that bear a Relation to the- 
Prieſthood, to All-the Families of the whole Tribe 


of Levi. 


And I humbly Conceive, that in this Great Aſſem- 
bly, which Meets to promote, according to its Ability, 
the ſame Pious Deſign; Nothing could be more Pro- 
„than that a Solemn Commemoration of This 
Royal Bounty ſhould be Annually made from this Place 
to Al] Poſterity. r 1 
Many Ample Foundations have been Erected in 
Former Reigns, tho not to the Right uſes of Piety, 
yet doubtleſs with a, Real Deſign of doing Honour to 
God, and Good to Mankind: but, as there is no Pre- 


cedent of a Bounty, directed to the Service of True 


Religion, that Extends it felf withal to every Quatter 
of the Kingdom; ſo neither is there an Example, 
from the Firſt of thoſe Foundations to their Diſſoluti- 
on, of any One of them All; that in their Revere 


amounted to a Sixth part of this Great ſum. 


A Bounty therefore it is Much to be Obſerved unto the 
Lord in Our Generations : And may the Great God, by 
whom Princes reign, ever Remember his Anointed concerning 
This ! May He never wipe out this Great, and Good 


| Deed She bath done for the Houſt of Her God, and for the 
Offices thereof ! May He ever Proſper the Royal Hand, 


that made fo Bountiful an Offering to his Altar; and 


grant it ſuch Succeſs in Bartle, that, Year by Year, 


within 
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ever Loaded with ſuch 


| 12 

within theſe Sacred Walls, It may Continue to be lifted 
up in Triumphal Thankſgivings for Victory, till It hath 
wrought out a Laſting Peace, for the General Repoſe 
of Mankind! _. \ | 

And now, under this Royal Countenance, and Di- 
ſtinguiſhing Regard from the Throne, it might be juſt- 
ly hoped, that the Prieſthood, if it failed of gaining 


Reverence from the Inferior (I ſhould tay the Superior) 
Orders of Men; yet at leaſt might eſcape vile. Indig- 


nities, Contumely, and extreme Reproach. Bur jult 
in this Article of Royal Favour, and perhaps for this 
very Cauſe, We are attacked in a Manner Unknow to 
former Ages, Unheard of in any other Country under 
the Sun. No Pagan, No Mahometan State ever ſuffer'd 
ſuch Inſults robe made on any Religious Order of Men, 
Eſtabliſhed among them: None, but theChriitian Prieſt- 
hood, None, but the Reform'd; among the Reform'd, 
None, but the worſt Endowed with a Temporal Main- 


tenance; None, but the leaſt Pretending to Temporal 
Power; None, but the moſt Deferring to the Tempo- 


ral Magiſtrate ; None, but the Prieſthood of the moſt 

Orthodox, Undeligning, Unreſiſting Church, were 

Rae M or, without that 

Extraordinary Degree of Chriſtian Patience which they 
Profeſs, could indeed be able to Bear them. 

Surely, We may be permitted ro Complain among 


Our Selves of theſe Outrages; ſince our Enemys Boaſt 


of them from the Preſs, and Proclaim them Every Day 


is our Streets. Indeed it concerns Us, with ſome Indig- 
nation, ſome Vehement deſire, ſome Zeal, and even Re- 
venge (if I may ſo apply the Words of the Apoſtle) to 
approve Our Selves Clear in this Matter. For it is Report- 


ed, that, from among the Members of this Corporati- 
on, That Jadæ hath been found, who hath attempted 
the ſubverſion of the Prieſthood, under the ſpecious 


Pretence of Eſtabliſhing the Rights of the Chriſtian 


Church; Who hath ſaid to the Men with Clabs, and 
Sta ves, and Torcbes; Whomſoever I ſhall Kiſs, that ſame is = 
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Tale Him, and lead him ( ſafely. Betrayeſt thou tlie 
Church of God with a Kiſi! And ſhall thy Execrable 
Hand be found with us oa the Table? God totbid ! Ged 
deliver us from this Profane Perſon, ſaid to be of our Ex- 
traction, who would ſell b Birt brigbt for much leſs than 
a Morſel! Since the days of Korah the Son of Levi, hath 
it not been ſaid by a deſcendent of the Tribe; Al rhe 
Congregation are hely, every one of them: Wherefore lift you 
up your ſelves above the Congregation of the Lord? 

From theſe Attempts (ſince we have no Lot where- 
by to diſcover the Accurſed Thing, ſaid to be among our 


E 


Tents) Our only Refuge is to the Covering of the Shadow _ 


of the Alinighty: It may be, that be bath heard the Words 
of this Rabſhakeh, whom bu Maſters have ſent to Reproach 
the Living God; and will reprove the Words that be bath 
heard, In the mean time let us Lift up. our Prayer for 
tube Remnant that # left; and with United Hearts, ſeek 
the Honour of the Houſe of our God; Let us endeavour 
to repair the Breaches, to heal the Diviſions, that, to 
our real Reproach, are now firſt in this Age unhappi- 
ly crept in even among the Houfe of Levi, An Enemy. 
doubtleſs bath done ths, the ſame that alſo ſer at work 
that unſanctifyed Hand from among our ſelves, to 
pull down all the Sacred Fences of Our Order, to lay 
it low, and even with the Ground. Let us alſo extend our 
Concern to the Offices of the Houſe of God. Tho? the 
Wants of the Widow, and the Orphan among usariſe 
from a Cauſe, which (as we have ſeen ) it is not in our 
Power to prevent; yet will theſe be another real Re- 
proach tous, if we do not, eſpecially when we meet in 
this folemn manner, exert our utmoſt Care to Redreſs 
them, as God hath enabled us. V 
doubt not but you are ready to extend your Aſſiſt- 
ance to the many other Pious Corporations, which 
in the firſt part of this Diſcourſe, I have ſhewn to 
be all uſeful in their Kinds, and Excellently Suit- 
ed to the preſent Condition of this Kingdom: But 
this is Our Province, our. Proper, and Domeſtic Cha- 
e e e 10" 


* 


rity. Thoſe that are of the Houſhold of Faith, have a Na- 


tural Claim, an Equitable Right to ſhare in the Good 


Things which Providence ſeems to have ſhowr'd down 


upon molt of us here, chiefly on Account of that Re- 
lation, We all bear to the Altar. None appear in 


this Aſſembly, who are not in ſome degree, a Reputa- 
tion to their Deſcent, a Vindication of the * 


of the Clergy: Aad I am perſwaded, None would 
expoſed to Neceſſities and Want, were it in the Power 


of this Body to afford them a ſuitable Reliet——Ilris far | 
beyond the Abilities of our Corporation to effect this 
at preſent; however its growing Revenue may anſwer 


it in proceſs of time: And there is one Circumſtance, 
which may give us hopes that this Evil will not riſe 


upon our Hands. 


The poor Widows among us can be but one Gene- 
ration: The Orphans by this Charity may moſt of 
them grow up to be uſeful Men, at leaſt to be ſo well 

provided for in the World, as not to convey their Ne- 
ceſſities to others after them: But thoſe of our Lineage 
whom God ſhall bleſs with proſperous Fortunes, will, 
we hope to diſtant Ages ever remember, that the Hap- 


pineſs ot their Families (how grear ſoever it may be 
in times to come) owes its firſt Riſe to their Deſcent 


ſrom the Clergy; and will therefore continually deli- 


ver it down in Charge to their Children and their Houſhold 


after them, that they endeavour, by a due Compaſſion 
rowards their indigent Brethren, to entail the ſame 
Bleſſings on their Poſterity. _ f 

Thus may an Evil, that is of a Limiced Kind, and 


. ceaſing as it were, in every ſingle deſcent, be at laſt 


this moſt uſeful Charity: But doubtlefs nothing can ſo 


Ballanced by a growing Remedy, which dilates it ſelf, 


as it paſſes thro every Generation. 4 

And now, I truſt, your Hearts are Enlarg'd, and 
your Affections are duly warm'd with the View, I have 
endeavour'd to give you of the particular Excellence of 


raiſe your Zcal at this time, as to recolle& with yaur 
| {clye; 


| OY r 


* 
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CME ii. * 
* 


upon your Minds, when you have been preſent in this 
great Aſſembly. _ | 
The Venerable Appearance of fo many Proſperous 


' provoke us all unto Love and to good Works ; will excite in 


our Minds more Exuberant degrees of Charity, of 
Brotherly Kindneſs and Compaſſion. There is ſome- 
thing Contagious, as it were in Multitudes, when they 


meet on any, even on ill deſigns: but, as the Spirits of 


Juſt Men made perfect are uſually deſcrib'd, Worſhip- 


ing God in a Glorious Company, a Goodly Fellow- . 
ſkip, a Noble Army; fo do alſo good Men on Earth 
ever find their Souls better diſpoſed, and more infla- 


med with a Zeal of promoting his Glory here, when 
they meet together for Works of Piety in Great and 
Awful Aſſemblies. God hath promiſed his more im- 
mediate Preſence in theſe; and, as he is now in the 
midſt of us, We may be aſſured, that, whatever we 
dedicate this day, tothe Honour of his Holy Religion, 
#0 the Offices of the Houſe of our God, He will remember as 
concerning th: that he will never wipe out the Good Deeds 
of this kind, which we bave done, or ſhall do; never 
forget that Wark, and Labour of Love, which we ſhew unto 
bis Name, in that we have Miniſtred unto the Saints, and 
jet do Miniſter. And may he aſſiſt us with Grace, duly 
to perform theſe moſt Acceptable Works of Charity 
here, till he youchſafe to bring us all unto that Mount 


Sion, that City of the Living God, the Heavenly Jeruſalem ;_ 
and to an innumerable Company of Angels, to the General Af 
ſembly and Church of the Firſt-Born, which are Written in 


Heaven! 


To God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Ghoſ 


be aſcribed All Glory, and Power, Might, Majeſty, 


and Dominion, bath now and for ever. Amen. 


FINES. 
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ſelves that Holy Pleaſure, which you have often found 
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